A Celebration of the Life of

John Bernard Thompson
Who Passed Away Peacefully on 4th October 2020 Aged 95 Years
Dearly Loved Husband of the Late Moya, Loving Father, Father-in-law,
Grandad, Great-Grandad, Brother, Uncle and Friend
Requiem Mass at St. Francis of Assisi R.C. Church, Llay
Followed by Burial at Pantasaph
Friday 23rd October 2020
Requiescat in Pace

Order of
Service

Opening Music
Ave Maria

Eulogy
This is just a snapshot of Dad’s (John’s) very varied and packed life, although each of
you will have your own special memories.
If circumstances had been different, none of our family would have been in existence
– Dad’s father, Joseph, our grandfather, spent some time at a seminary in Valladolid.
As you will realise, he decided being a priest was not to be his life. Two of his sisters,
however, entered the religious life, eventually becoming Reverend Mothers of their
respective convents. Instead, at the age of 22, Joe signed up to serve our country in the
Royal Army Service Corps. Describing himself on the enlistment form as a chemist’s
assistant, the long association of the Thompson family with Boots the Chemists had
already begun.
Dad was born in Hanley, Stoke, in 1924, moving to Chester with his parents and
younger brother Ron when he was 11. After attending the City Grammar School and
having served his apprenticeship with Boots, he qualified for his pharmacy degree at
Nottingham. At the age of 22, he was given the opportunity to work with Boots in New
Zealand. Six months later this was followed by a move to their branch in tropical Fiji
where he spent the next 4½ years. During that time, he married Mum (Moira) who had
sailed out to join him…they had known each other since their teens. Both loved their
time in Fiji and shared many happy memories of those days. Their return home 2½
years later with a baby daughter took them via a two-month holiday in New Zealand,
then 5 weeks sailing on a rather luxurious ship carrying a cargo of lamb and very few
passengers, calling at ports in Australia, as well as Cape Town, Las Palmas and finally
Southampton. Over 40 years later, after retirement, they had the holiday of a lifetime
when they retraced their steps and returned to Fiji.
Back in England, Dad’s pharmacy career had him working in or managing Boots
branches in Chester, London and the south before eventually settling in Essex where
he became the first manager of a new Boots on a new shopping parade. Other branches
followed until his eventual retirement from the company. Five more children were born
during this time, but sadly one baby son died soon after birth.

All the parishes he lived in were very much part of Dad’s life. He joined and held
positions of responsibility with the Knights of St Columba, then later had both secretary
and treasurer roles with Upminster Catenians. Moving back to Cheshire after more
than 40 years away, Dad joined not one but two Catenian Circles – North Wales and
Chester – where in the latter, he enthusiastically took on the roles of treasurer and
president. As part of Chester Circle, he was following in the footsteps of his father,
who had been a founder member, although Joe didn’t remain a brother for very long.
Dad thoroughly enjoyed the company of his fellow brothers at the monthly meetings
and when attending social functions of his own and neighbouring circles, as well as the
many Provincial and National weekends.
He loved his holidays to Ireland, visits to his daughters spread around the country and
travels in Europe to see his son. Dad and Mum had been married for over 61 years
when Mum died in 2011. He is survived by his brother, 4 daughters, 9 grandchildren
and 4 great grandchildren. He was a generous man who had time for everyone. His funloving personality, as well as his great love of compiling and participating in quizzes,
will be much missed by all his family and friends, leaving a huge hole in our lives.
We are sorry that more people can’t be here today to say their goodbyes because of the
Covid-19 pandemic, but thank you for all the lovely messages we’ve received.
May he rest in peace and rise in Glory. Amen

Opening Prayer
Canon Lordan

Reading
Romans 8: 31 - St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans

Psalm
Psalm 41

Acclamation
John 3: 16

Gospel
Luke 24: 13 -35

Homily

Bidding Prayers
Offertory
Do Not Be Afraid

Liturgy of the Eucharist
Commendation
People’s Communion
Recessional Music
May The Choirs of Angels

John’s family wish to express their sincere thanks for the kind
expressions of sympathy received in their bereavement, also for
donations in lieu of flowers in aid of Llay Catholic Church.
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